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quaintance may bequeath him a fortune. Con-
trasted with this, the meliorist may he likened to
a young man who, recognizing' the truth that un-
earned fortunes are not given to idle adventurers,
goes resolutely to work and strives by honest in-
dustry to build up a fortune for himself. And
this is the true lesson for human society. There
is no room for social Micawhers. Whatever " turns
up " must be turned up. The passive attitude is
suicidal. This folding of the arms and resignation
to fate is certain to meet its fate. The cosmic
Juggernaut will roll over and crush those who
throw themselves before it. The logic of science
is action, and only by busy bruins and busy hands
can the recognized evils of the world be lessened
or removed.

The second principle in this great lesson is that
it is only because all nature is a domain of rigid
law, of absolute impartiality, and devoid of all
moral quality and all intelligence, that man can
hope to carve out of it his fortune or shape his
destiny. If it had sympathies and preferences and
prejudices ; if it had intelligence and will, it would
be utterly unmanageable and would ever remain
the master and despot of man, as it practically has
been during most of his early history, and it could
never become his servant and all-powerful aid and
ally as it is fast getting to be and is certain ore
long fully to become. Thus the hardest facts of
existence are seen to embody the germs of the